PREFACE
THIS book sketches a movement which, at first scarcely
conscious, began almost a century ago to be deliberately
directed and forwarded. Its aim was to give Ireland a
literature of her own in the language whose use was rapidly
superseding that of Gaelic. The movement has so far
succeeded that its growth is a fact of Irish history, and
cannot be understood without reference to the political
development of the country. I have therefore tried to make
this connection clear throughout. Further, it has not been
compatible with the scope and purpose of this book to go
into full detailed study of any author's work, but merely
to show how, and in what measure, each affected the move-
ment and was affected by it. There is no attempt to give
an exhaustive list of all the authors, still less a reasoned
account of all the work, that may be claimed for Irish
literature. Selection of what was most significant has been
necessary. For fuller detail, I refer readers to the History
of Irish Literature by Aodh de Blacam.
In one particular field, that of journalism, where Irish
talent has conspicuously displayed itself, I have felt obliged
to omit all but those journalists whose influence was potent
in Irish literature ; and a long list of able Irish writers from
Maginn to T. P. O'Connor find no mention here.
The output of this century, since the movement gained
strength, has been so much more profuse and varied that
I have had to limit myself to a very summary indication ;
and in all that has been produced by writers who became
prominent since the political revolution of 1916-1923, lines
of development, and relations of one author to another,